Information for File 2005-1280-JJY

Project Name: MnDOT TH 41 Bridge Reconstruction and MDNR Trail Connector Link

Applicant: Minnesota Department of Transportation (Martin Korthank, Water Resources Project
Manager), 1500 West County Road B2, Roseville, MN 55113, 651-634-2411.

Corps Contact: Joe Yanta, Regulatory Branch, Corps of Engineers, 190 East Fifth Street, St. Paul, MN
55101-1638, 651-290-5362

E-Mail: joseph.).vanta@@mvp02.usace.army.mil

Primary City/County/State: Chaska, Carver County, and Shakopee, Scott County, Minnesota
Section/Township/Range: Sections 9 and 10, T, 115N, R. 22 W.

UTM Coordinates: East 452645, North 4958927 (west end of trail at bridge); East 433920, North
4958781 (east end of trail).

Decimal Degrees: Latitude 44.78217, Longitude -93.59857 (west end); Latitude 44.78094, Longitude -
93.58244 (east end)

Information Complete On: March 10, 2005
Posting Expires On: April 9, 2005
Authorization Type: LOPB

Project: The proposed project includes a reconstruction of the existing Trunk Highway 41 bridge across
the Minnesota River, with collateral fill (0.11} in adjacent wetlands and the river plus wetland fill (0.6 acre)
for construction of a trail link from the bridge to existing Mirmesota Department of Natural Resources
trails. The applicant proposes to fill 0.11 of acre of seasonally-flooded emergent vegetation wetland for
the bridge and 0.6 acre of semipermanently flooded shallow marsh wetland in four areas for the trail. The
bridge fill involves an area dominated by reed canary grass and sedges. The trail fill involves areas
dominated primarily by sedges, rushes, and cattails, although one area is also dominated by invasive reed
canary grass. These wetlands are all adjacent to the Minnesota River, a navigable water of the United
States.

The existing two-lane bridge needs to be reconstructed as a four-lane bridge to meet existing and future
needs. (MnDOT is studying a new crossing of the Minnesota River in this area, to meet even greater future
transportation needs, but that study is anticipated to take years and a new bridge may not constructed for
20 years or more.) The applicant has provided a more detailed discussion of the avoidance-minimization-
mitigation sequencing analysis. The trail construction is necessary to complete a link that was broken when
the old railroad swing bridge previously used as a trail link failed several years ago.

As compensatory mitigation for the proposed impact, the applicant proposes to use 0.7 acre of wetland
credit from an existing MnDOT mitigation bank (Cheri Ponds in Carver County) and 0.7 acre of credit
from the Wetland G site in Scott County. Both of these sites are shallow marsh wetland similar to the
affected wetland, and they are in the metropolitan area bank service area, in the same two counties of the
project area.

Drawings: See the enclosed maps and plans for more information.
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APPENDIX A
Wetland Impacts
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